
“Pretense” 
 
Smoke and mirrors project 
the family's dreams and lies. 
Within the highly polished façade 
they live and believe the illusion. 
 
Naïve to the danger, 
they brace not against the truth. 
Their complacency 
proves fatal. 
 
Truth brushes against them, 
their pretense shatters. 
Exposed and vulnerable, 
they fall, broken and separate shards. 
 
Amy E. Morgan 
 
 


